
Outer Dowsing Offshore Wind

Community Liaison Group Update

Oct 2023



Agenda

• Terms of reference and confirm approval of minutes from previous meeting
• Introductions
• Project Update

• Communications and Autumn Consultation overview
• Survey update
• Briefing on PID content (Cable Route, including compounds & accesses)

• Onshore substation and selection process
• The onshore substation design process
• Timeline to DCO submission
• AOB



Terms of Reference and Aims

Our Aims …

To involve key local stakeholders in the design 

and development of the Outer Dowsing 

Offshore Wind project (landfall, onshore 
cable route and substation) through 

presentations, discussions and planned 

workshop activities.

To act as a two-way communication channel 
between local communities and the project 

team.

To help foster local involvement and 

ownership of the project.
Any comments or queries prior 

to the meeting?

Approval of previous minutes



Introductions



Project Update



Communications update
Comms to date;

• Mailer to 11,000 households,

• S48 in national and local papers

• S42 notices

• Adverts in local papers

• Events posted on facebook and social media,

• Almost 200 HOT sent to landowners,

Comms to follow;

• Site notices,

• Press release Oct 20th,

• Consultation events – in person and online,

• Consultation launch – libraries, online etc,

• Interactive map with measuring tool,

• Interactive 3D model.



Autumn Consultation
What is this about?

This is final phase of our Statutory Consultation as we prepare for our 
DCO application in Feb 2024, taking into account feedback from 
the previous consultations.

What are we consulting on?

Environmental Update Report, Onshore Substation Visualisations and 
associated plans

When does the consultation begin and end?

Begins Oct 20th ends Nov 24th

Who is being consulted?

Same consultation zone as last time, even though we have refined 
our plans. S42 stakeholders also being consulted again, Landowners 
and all interested parties



Public Consultation Events



Information points



Survey Update



Survey Update



Briefing on PID content



Cable route, compounds and 
accesses
What's new?

• Temporary compound refinement

• Highway improvement areas

• Passing bays
• Construction traffic routes

• Reduced footprint at landfall

• Substation location



Onshore substation

* “Connection area” refers to an indicative search area for the National 
Grid Infrastructure

• Following a decision from the National Grid that our 

connection point would be in the v icinity of Weston 
Marsh, we were able to remove Lincs Node from 
our Project Scope.

• We have subsequently selected Surfleet Marsh as the 
optimum site for our substation taking into 

account multiple factors including engineering and 
env ironmentalconsiderations.

• There will also be a need for a National Grid substation 

and associated enabling works within the v icinity of the 
project’s onshore substation which we will connect to 

using 400kV underground cables which will run 
between our project substation and that which will be 
developed by National Grid Electricity Transmission



The Onshore Substation Design Process

• Engage External Design Review – Independent Architects

• Local Design Panel

Maximum Design Scenario 
• “Worst case scenario”

• Defined based on two potential technologies still 

under consideration that will impact the footprint:

• Air Insulated Switchgear (AIS) 
• Gas Insulated Switchgear (GIS)

Local design panel
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Proposed AIS Onshore Substation (AIS OnSS) Indicative 

Model with Mitigation Planting (15 Years Growth)

Viewpoint 1: Marsh Lane near Manor House

Proposed AIS Onshore Substation (AIS OnSS) Indicative Model 

with Mitigation Planting (0 Years Growth)

Viewpoint 1: Marsh Lane near Manor House



Suggested species for planting

Quercus petraea (Sessile oak) Alnus glutinosa (Alder) Tilia cordata (Small leaved Lime) Salix alba (White Willow) Betula pubescens (Downy Birch) Populus nigra (Black poplar)

Populus tremula (Aspen) Acer campestre (Field maple) Prunus padus (Bird Cherry) Salix caprea (Goat Willow) Salix cinerea (Sallow) Cornus sanguinea (Dogwood)

Viburnum opulus (Guelder Rose) Ilex aquifolium (Holly) Sambucus nigra (Elder) Corylus avellana (Hazel)

Hedgerows
Crateagus monogyna (Hawthorn)
Acer campestre (Field maple)
Cornus sanguinea (Dogwood)
Viburnum opulus (Guelder Rose)
Ilex aquifolium (Holly)
Prunus padus (Bird Cherry)
Sambucus nigra (Elder)
Quercus petraea (Sessile oak)
Pyrus sp. (Pear)
Hippophae rhamnoides (Sea Buckthorn)
Corylus av ellana (Hazel)



Timeline and next steps



AOB


